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For undergraduate and graduate Accounting courses such as Governmental Accounting, Public

Sector Accounting, Government and Nonprofit Accounting, and Fund Accounting. Governmental

and Nonprofit Accounting 8/e provides a thorough basis for understanding the logic behind and

nature of all the funds and nonfund accounts associated with governments. Its unique 4-Step

Pedagogical approach allows students to fully grasp the accounting and reporting framework

necessary before focusing on deriving the new government-wide financial statements.
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I used this textbook the last time I taught GovernmentalAccounting. The book is an excellent

introduction to state and local government accounting and reporting, federal government

accounting, not-for-profit organizations (colleges, universities, health care organizations, etc.), and

public sector auditing. The 20 chapters have numerous illustrations of financial statements and flow

charts relating each of the different fund types within specific organizations. The illustrations are

both academic (i.e., written by the authors) and actual (e.g., City of Des Moines, Iowa). Where

appropriate, there are chapter glossaries. Governmental accounting is unlike corporate accounting,

in that both actual and budgetary amounts are shown in the financial statements provided to the

external reader. The authors explain this clearly. The authors use t-accounts to show the

interrelationship of the accounts and the flow of funds between the accounts. There also useful



references to the Governmental Accounting Standards Board... The previous comment shows a

typical response from an undergraduate, similar to what I have encountered on teaching evaluations

in my different classes. A number of students believe that a course should be "interesting." That is,

more entertaining. (See Peter Sacks's book, _Generation X Goes to College_.) If someone doesn't

find governmental accounting interesting, don't major in accounting. It is not a requirement for any

other undergraduate major at any school I know; indeed, few schools even teach the course.

People should major in areas that they find interesting.
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